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Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: FR-A-2 519 022 ( RHONE POULENC SA) 1 July 1983 
(1983-07-01) 

D2: EP-A-0 578 617 (SIAPA SPA) 12 January 1994 
(1994-01-12) 

D3: EP-A-0 350 374 (MOET & CHAN DON) 10 January 1990 
(1990-01-10) 

D4: FR-A-2 812 655 (LALLEMAND SA) 8 February 2002 
(2002-02-08) 

1. None of the documents cited in the international 
search report anticipates the present claims 1 to 
31. Specifically, the presence of a physically 
separate nutrient supply in the binding medium is 
not described in documents Dl to D4 . 

It follows that the subject matter of claims 1 to 31 
is novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 

2. D3 is considered to be the prior art closest to the 
subject matter of claim 1 (cf . D3, pages 4 to 6, 
examples I to IV) . 

D3 differs from claim 1 in that it does not describe 
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the presence of a physically separate nutrient 
supply in one or more separate areas of the carrier 
medium. 

According to the present application, the problem 
that the present invention is intended to solve is 
considered to be that of promoting access to the 
nutrients by the micro-organisms located furthest 
from the outside of the micro-organism binding 
medium (cf . page 2, line 19 to page 3, line 2 of the 
present application) . 

However, claim 1 in its present form does not appear 
to solve this technical problem over the entire 
scope thereof. 

Indeed, for said technical problem to be solved, the 
nutrient supply must be located not at the outer 
boundary of the micro-organism binding medium but as 
far away as possible therefrom (cf . claims 2 and 3 
and claim 22) . However, no equivalent technical 
feature is present in claim 1 . As a result, claim 1 
does not solve the above-mentioned technical problem 
over the entire scope thereof. 

No other specific technical problem linked to the 
fact that "the nutrient supply is physically 
separate in one or more separate areas" of the 
micro-organism carrier medium appears to have been 
solved by claim 1. Therefore, this technical feature 
is considered to be an arbitrary selection. Under no 
circumstances can the insertion of an arbitrary 
technical feature be considered to involve an 
inventive step, it follows that claim 1 does not 
involve an inventive step as defined in PCT Article 
33(3). 



The same argument applies mutatis mutandis to the 
subject matter of indep endent claims 21, 30 and 31, 
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which thus do not involve an inventive step either. 

Dependent claims 4 to 20 do not contain any features 
which, when combined with the features of any one of 
the claims to which they refer, might define subject 
matter that complies with the requirements of 
inventive step of the PCT (see documents Dl to D4 
and the corresponding passages cited in the search 
report) . 



3. 



The subject matter of claims 2, 3 and 22 to 29 is 
not found in or obvious from the prior art. 
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